PREFACE                                    jx
by the Government of India as Archaeological Surveyor,
to examine and report upon the antiquities of the country.
The favourable opportunity which I thus enjoyed for studying
fts geography was used to the best of my ability; and although
much still remains to be discovered I am glad to be able to say
that my researches were signally successful in fixing the sites
of many of the most famous cities of ancient India. As all of
these will be described in the following account, I will notice
here only a few of the more prominent of my discoveries, for
the purpose of showing that I have not undertaken the present
work without much previous preparation.
1.    Aornos, the famous rock fort captured by Alexander
the Great.
2.    Taxila> the capital of the north-western Panjab,
3.    Sangria, the hill fortress in the Central Panjab, cap*
tured by Alexander.
4.    Srughna, a famous city on the Jumna.
5-   Ahichhalra, the capital of northern Panchala.
6.    Bairtit, the capital of Matsya, to the south of Delhi.
7.    Sankisa, near Kanoj, famous as the place of Buddha's
descent from heaven.
8.    Sr&vasti, on the Rapti, famous for Buddha's preaching.
9.    Kos&mbi, on the Jumna, near Allahabad.
10.    Padm&vati, of the poet Bhavabhuti,
11.    Vaisdli, to the north of Patna.
12.    N&anda, the most famous Buddhist monastery in ail
India.